
LLV BENEFICIAL & DYNAMIC BOND 

According to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, 
the human-animal bond is 
a mutually beneficial and 
dynamic relationship between 
people and animals that is 
influenced by behaviors that 
are essential to the health 
and well-being of both.1 Dr. 
Cynthia M. Otto of the Penn 
Vet Working Dog Center, who 
is renowned for her work in 
human-animal bond interac­
tions, offers these reflections. 
• The bond between a dog
and handler is most evident in
people _who work with their
dogs, as spending time train­
ing builds a connection and

ding that enhance teamwork. 
aturally good at reading or understanding humans, 
)re a person works with an individual dog, the 
)r she learns to read the dog. 
n works in partnership, a relationship that evolves 
and compassion and translates into a special 
n that feeds the soul. 
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i trial. "I told John that Tubb wasn't ready. We 

ed up and didn't finish," she says. "I said to him, 

eady.' I entered him in a second trial, and Tubb 

fohn said, 'See, he's ready.' After that, Tubb won 

r trials in a row." 

:ious 3 -year-old, Tubb was a Finalist at the 2012 

1 Retriever Championship in Montgomery, Texas. 

FC Weezer Retreezer, a Finalist at the National 

2008 and 2010 and at the National Amateur in 

)7, and 2008, Tubb was out of NFC-AFC Candle­

hing Royal, owned by breeders Ken and Brenda 

:?ieorgia. 'Windy," his dam, was a Finalist at three 

1s and won in 2007 handled by Ken Neil, an ama­

a Finalist at the National Amateur in 2007, 2008 

114, Windy was inducted into the Retriever Hall 

, Ty, the Giant Schnauzer, was bred by the late 

eglia of Ingebar Giant Schnauzers in Pittsburgh, 

1otential as a puppy, handling him to Winners 

4 Giant Schnauzer Club of America National 

t the Bred-By class. Not her first Giant Schnauzer 

to be the No.1 dog in the country, Bisceglia bred CH Galilee's 

Pure of Spirit, the top dog in 2008, owned by Mary and Pat 

Hayes and Joe and Carla Sanchez. 

Carol Mann of West Greenwich, Rhode Island, fulfilled a 

promise to Bisceglia to continue Ty's campaign as his owner. 

After Katie and Ty won the Working Group at the 2016 National 

Dog Show, Sandra Nordstrom of Ocean City, New Jersey.joined 

the team as co-owner to help support the campaign. 

'Ty's solid form and gentle nature are a testament to Maryann's 

passion for the breed," Katie says. "Every win was an emotional, 

tear-filled one because Ty was from the last litter she bred." 

Recalling the whirlwind year of 2017, Katie says, "We never 

expected Ty to be the No. 1 dog in the country. Our goal was to 

hit 20 Bests in Show and be No. 1 in the Working Group. He was 

the No.1 Working dog by the end of March and became No.1 

all-breed in August. I jumped on the bed I was so excited." 

The Giant Schnauzer Club of America National Specialty in 

August in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, was a dream weekend, 

Katie says. Ty took Best of Breed for the second consecutive 

year, winning under an expert, schnauzer breeder Dr. Carmen 

Battaglia, plus three Bests in Show at supported specialties. 

The 2017 tally for Ty was 69 Bests in Show out of a career 87 

wins and 130 Working Group Firsts out of more than 200 wins. 

He was in top form going into the 2018 Westminster Kennel Club 

Dog Show at the Garden, where he won Reserve Best in Show 

from the Working Group. 

The prognosis after Ty's injury was grave, with specialists 

predicting a so-percent chance that regenerative medicine 

using his own platelet rich plasma would repair the damaged 

tissues. The alternative procedure, carpal arthrodesis, would 

have been career-ending. After months of wearing a custom 

orthotic cast and rehabilitation with water and laser therapy, 

his veterinary team agreed that the tissues had fused. In 

September 2019, the long ordeal was over; Ty was free to run 

and be a dog. 

"We had kept him in bubble wrap for so long," Katie says. 

"It was important to show him again and let everyone see him 

healthy and strong-that's why we showed at the AKC National 

last December. He is officially retired now." 

She adds, 'Ty is my best friend. He loved to show because of 

our relationship." 

For Russell and Tubb, they kept on, going to more than 100 

field trials. In 2015, he won the Purina Outstanding Amateur 

Retriever Award, amassing the most points of any retriever in 

the country in the yearlong competition. 

About three years ago, Martha developed a condition that 

causes weakness in her legs. "I am pretty whipped just walking 

from the truck to the line where we send dogs," she says. "I have 

found Tubb has an idea of what I can and can't do. It's so grat­

ifying. He has taught me that if I walk up carefully and don't 

rush, we can do it. It's like he's saying, 'OK, we got this."' • 






